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in the abeyance of his authority, they had no power
either to prevent or to correct. As regards England
their measures were delayed, mutilated, and often
destroyed in the House of Lords. As regards Ireland,
though comparative tranquillity was ensured by the
alliance with O'Connell, and they were still further
fortunate in securing the invaluable services of Thomas
Driunmond as Under - Secretary, yet their legislative
powers were equally restricted, and it was not until
three years had been spent in fruitless efforts to fulfil
their pledges that they were able to settle the tithe
question by abandoning the principle of appropriation,
and with it their political self-respect. In foreign and
colonial affairs their 3l2iculties were almost unexampled,
and many of them could easily be represented even by
a patriotic leader of Opposition as mainly of their own
creation. Between 1835 and 1841 Canada was in open
revolt, and Jamaica in veiled rebellion. Canada was
pacified, but the measures adopted were due rather to
Lord Durham than to the Ministry who recalled Lord
Durham for exceeding his instructions; while the
Jamaica question brought about the crisis of 1839,
which will shortly engage our attention. Before he
quitted office in 1841 Lord Palmerston had alienated
France by his high-handed and audacious but not
unsuccessful policy in Syria, and had involved the
country in successive wars with Persia and with China,
while the Government of India had been committed to
the disastrous invasion of Afghanistan. The financial
policy of the Whigs was marked by recurring deficits,
and a lamentable failure of capacity in that important
department of public administration. The country was
M